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Coanty Agent Lambasts

Acticn Cf County Board
In Leaving ¥arm Office

SMITH LOOSES BARAGE AT
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR HIS SUMMARY DISMIS-
SAL; SAYS ACTION WAS

TAKEN AGAINST WISHES

OF RURAL RESIDENTS

County commissi‘ners are cast-
ing around foyn another county
agent to replacz W. I. Smith, who
resigned under pressure January
11, while the latter this morning
1ssaed a lengthy statement taking
the commilszicners to task in
strong terms for their action. An
early =electicn of «farm agent is
exrected, Smith quits at 5 p. m.
Thursday.

Besw is printed
statement:

By, Wor E ' SMITH

For seventeen cons:icutive years
I have served farmers as County
Agent. Never in all of my experi-
ence have I had b:tter cooperation
with the people than I hawe had in
Durham county. They deserve
much praise for their splendid sup-
port they have given me in my
work. All these are pleasant
memories I shall take away with
me which will greatly w©vercome
the. feeling of bitbsrness that aris-
es when I think of the unjust, un-
necessary and unexplained aption
taken againzt me by the county
, commissioners within the past few
weeks, Never, in all my experience
in county agent work has such an
occurance arisen, and it was only
because of the embarrassing po-
sition in which Dean Schaub was
placed that I have not tried more
ficrceably to claim my full rights
in holding my position to the end
of the fiscal year which could law-
fully be done.

I have personally talked with
fcur of the Commissioners and
~each stated they had nothing

the formal

Board made the same remark at
-the mas= meeting <f the farm-
ers, While in conference with each

of the commissioners I asked the.

questions: Why they took such ac-!

-tion aZainst me, and who or what
was back of them, pushing the

action? Thesq questionz were
evaded bv all of them. At the
meeting in which these honest

farmers and tld the commission-
er's how they stood fair and square
by the man who helned them wi‘h
their farming and financial prob-

and demanded 2 reason fer the
heardi= action, there wor still no
satisfactory or reascnmable amswer
forthcoming. Chairman Massev at-
tempted to answer but missed the
mark. It had been stited by my

Wl SMITH

district agent that Durham coun-

ty woid  lagging behind in  the
2imount of money appropriated for
carrvinZ on ‘he work:; that ad-

joining counties were paying their |

agentiz mcre. This statement was
misconstrued by some which led
others to believe that the county
was not progressing. I want - to
state right here to ¢he misinform-
ed that Durham County ranks with
all other counties in the govern-

rent work in “-bacco and cotton])

a2reage reduction, and in the de-
velopment of all other farm crops.
It’s livestock program hes been
on the Increase for several years.
Twrlve registered dairy bulls
were sold 15 farmers during the

‘dairy improvement camipaign last

summer. Ten of these were pur-
chased by farmers from Mr. Watts

against me. The Chairman of the; Hill’s farm, cne from Mr. C. E.

Crabtres and one Jersey bull out

'of the county. Two registered beef

ber's have Lke~n established in the
county with, fifteen reeistered an-
imals as breeding stock.

Pcultry has quadrupled in num-
bters since the beginning of my

nork here.

A soil buildingy program has
been adopted on the majority cf
farm= for permanint improving by
growin? lespedeza and other le-
gumes and the rotation of crops.

: Spote does not permit me to list
lems through good years and had,'

cve vt in~ ‘n which the county
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iGovern~ent Census report and
note t-e¢ progress made. In 1925

the avernge vield per acre was:
corn, 17 bushels; tohacco, 697 lbs:
all clever for hay, 1512 lb:: cow
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DURHAM MESSENGER, DURHA!

/_c.ug )2 bz«-._ sf: IHE
rea hay, 1660 lbs; seed 5 bushe]s
{ soy bean hay, 1512 lbﬂ seed 1*

bushels; Irish potatces 67 bushels;
sweet pﬂtﬂtf}a- 77 bushels; dairy
cattle 4040 head.

In 1930 thz average yield per
acre was: cirn, 20 bushels; tobac-
co, 819 Ib=: all clover for hay,
2000 lbs; cow pea hay, 2000 lbs;
seed, 10 buszhels:; soy bean hay,
i;:‘ 2000; seed, 12 bushels; Irish po-
3 tat»oe:., 80 bushels sweet potatoes,
‘{90 bushels and dalrv cattle 5600.
£ In 1925 the dfarmers of :the
# county grew insufficient garden
i erops to feed themselves., In 1930
| there were twenty «<ight percent
'increase above the amcunt re-
'quired for home use. In 1933 there
- was about a 50 perecsnt Increase
..above the 1930 production. The
i country people have learned to
‘live at home and are producing
vegetables and othsr truck crops
i in excess ¢f their home needs for
| the market.

The proceeds from the boy’s
farm crops and liveistock clubs fo-
gether with the girls’ garden and
' poultry. clubs supervised by the
jcounty agent only amounted to
1 $20,045.00 this  year. Durham
county is rated as one of ithe best
c-ganized countics for 4-H club
work in the state. When the young
peovle a'e trained along progres-
' sive lines it Iz the surest 1ndica-
tion =f future progress for the
county,

All ccmmunities of the county
except four ncw hiave @7cess to
electric lines in thels territory.
Some have their own plants, Now
that prosperity is returning a
great manv of the farmers will
be able to have their radics, which
the chairman of the board js an-
xions to see in every home.

Thers are today three Gremnge
organizations in the county. Their
membership has gradually increas-
ed and will continue to do
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composed of the local wrganiza-
tions which links the farmers with
the Str'e and Nalional Griange.
In the light of these facts, 1 ask
yon. iz the countv l‘m"ﬂg‘l‘*E‘S-S]rlﬂ‘_'?

I was not asked by the farm-
ers of the county to resign but <n
the other hand they have insisted
that I stay on as their county
lazent. The commissioners brought
abort th'~ disturbance wholly un-
known to me iand the famrers,
They have been asked by the vpeo-
ple whcm they are supposed to
represent, both by petition and
mass meeting, to rescind thelr ac-
tien. Thev have completely ignor-
od the wishes of the
tv of people who elected them as
their revnresentatives and have
brought down condemnaticn uron
fH'nen' own heads. The opposing
faction barck of the cormmisi"ioners
worked their plot secretly because
they “feared the wuvproar of
pecple” if their plems would be
openly discussed. :

To clear up the situation <o
that Extension work mav nct he
rrinvled in the county, Dean
Schaub asked me to torn in my
rezignation. The following is the
ovieinal copy.
er bhecause ~f objections to s
wording: “Due to unsatisfactory

1

SO.
There is also a Pomona Grange,

great majori-

the |

It wan reviced lot-.
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conditions eristing with the coun-
ty commissioners and a small fac-
tion toward me as county azXent,
Dean Schaub asked that I submit
2y wedignttion. I am only doing
this in crder that Extension work
may be continued in the county.
My resignation 1s to become ef-
fE[thE at a diate made known In

e future, by me, satisfactory to
all parties concerned. Owing to the
evcellent cooperation and support
given me by the farmers and <th-
er citizens of the county, I am
willing to remain in the county
unti] the tobacco and cotton acre-
neen veduetion campaiegns are sat-
isfactorily completed.”

After thi was submitted to the
hra~d thelr antacon’sm had aris-
en it> such a height that they were
unwillinz to r:taln me for carry-
ine on thd work until another
agent could be secured. They had
for~erly stated that thev were
“willing” for e to istay on until
such time. Rut now they even de-
rant th2t Dean Scehaub send a
State dep2rtment man here to take
cver *he enth n and tobacco acre-
ars ~eduction work, which is
str'etly govern~ent busine*s‘ and
nva*  which the commiszioners
hava nn whoity, At the sawe
time they knew thet I had no other
amanlovrment. S*"” they “have noth-
ing agamst me.’

“ntv ae'mt work is not a po-
}1t1r':a.1 job, but rzmne it has been
~rown into volitics I hore thai
will he r~ade = mpolitical issue
in mr2 carrmaizn thiz vear for put-
ting on a “New Dez2]” in commis-
sioners.
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HILL NOT INTERESTED IN |
. - GOVERNORSHIP OF N. C.

But Indications Are That He Will
Again Run For State

|
Senate i
l

“They mention me for every-
thing,” smiled State Senator John
- Sprunt  Hill yesterday, whose
name was one of those frequently
heard in connection with the posi-
tion of associate utility commis-
sicnevs. Because of my interests,
I could not have accepted the po-
siticn if offered to me, but I think
the zppointments of Dr. Poteat
ant Professcr Hanft were excel-
lent.

“l have already denied that I.
will run for ‘Governor, but reports
that I may be a candidate for the
legislature again are a different
matter. That matter has not yet!
shaped up and I do not know

whether I will make the race or
nct.”~—News & QObserver.
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